MUSIC in GREAT BRITAIN
Classical music in Britain is a minority interest. Not all classical musicians become well known to the general public. For example, the Italian tenor Pavarotti became famous in the country when an aria sung by him was used by the BBC to introduce its 1990 football World Cup coverage. Despite this low profile, thousands of British people are dedicated musicians and many public libraries have a well-stocked music sections. Several British orchestras, singers, opera and ballet companies and also certain annual musical events, have international reputations.
In the 1960s, British artists had a great influence on the development music in the modern, for «pep» idiom. The Beatles and other British groups were responsible for several innovations, which were then adopted by popular musicians in the USA and the rest of the world. These included the writing of words and music by the performers themselves, and more active audience participation. The words of their songs also helped to liberate the pop idiom from its former limitation to the topics of love and teenage affection. Other British artists in groups such as Pink Floyd and Cream played a major part in making the musical structure of pop music similarly more sophisticated.

Since the 1960s, popular music in Britain has been an enormous and profitable industry. The Beatles were awarded the honour of MBE (Member of the British Empire) for their services to British exports. Within Britain the total sales of the various kinds of musical recording are more than 200 million every year and the vast majority of them are of popular music. Many worldwide trends have come out of Britain and British «pop» artists have been active in attempting to cross the boundaries between popular music, folk music and classical music.
Vocabulary

coverage — трансляция по радио 
low profile— слабый интерес 
dedicated —  преданный 
idiom — способ выражения 
sophisticated — утонченный 
boundary — граница
Questions

1.
Is classical music popular in Great Britain?

2.
What made Pavarotti famous?

3.
What did British artists do for the development of music in the 1960s?

4.
What prize were the Beatles awarded in the 1960s? And what for?

