MARK TWAIN

Mark Twain is one of America's most famous authors. He wrote many books, including «The adventures of Tom Sawyer» and «The adventures of Huckleberry Finn». Mark Twain's own life was interesting enough to be a book.

Twain was born in 1835 in the state of Missouri, near Mississippi River. He came from a poor family. His father died when he was twelve, so he had to leave school. While he was still a boy, he worked as a riverboat pilot. He steered boats up and down the long Mississippi River.    

The Civil War which started in 1861, made travelling on the Mississip​pi impossible. Twain then went west to Nevada. There he worked on a newspaper. In 1864 he went to California to find gold. Twain did not have much luck as a gold miner. He left California to travel in Europe. Twain wrote a book about his trips around Europe.

But the most important influence on Twain and his books had the Mississippi River. When Twain finally settled down, he lived in a house with a porch that looked like the deck of a riverboat. «Huckleberry Finn», Twain's greatest book, is about the adventures of a boy on the Mississippi River. Another of Twain's book is called «Life on the Missis​sippi».

In fact, even the name Mark Twain comes from the Mississippi. Mark Twain's real name was Samuel Langhorne Clemens. On the river Samuel Clemens often heard the boatmen shout «Mark twain!» This meant the water was twelve feet deep. When Samuel Clemens began to write he chose for himself the name Mark Twain.

Vocabulary

to steer — направлять, управлять 

porch— крыльцо 

deck — палуба

Questions

1. What books of Mark Twain do you know?

2. Is Mark Twain his real name?

3. What does his name come from?

4. Where did he live?

5. What had an influence on Mark Twain and his books?

GREAT INVENTIONS

First of all it should be mentioned that television was invented in 1920s and it is considered one of the most important. It changed leisure habits for countless millions and was pioneered by Scottish-born electri​cal engineer John Logie Baird.

It had been realised for some time that light could be converted into electrical impulses, making it possible to transmit such impulses over a distance and then reconvert them into light.

After television, the car is probably the most widely used and most useful of all inventions. German engineer Karl Benz produced the first petrol-driven car in 1885 and the British motor industry started in 1896. Henry Ford was the first to use assembly line production for his Model T car in 1908. Like them or hate them, cars have given people freedom of travel.

Leonardo da Vinci had described the camera obscura photographic principle as early as 1515. But it was not until 1835 that Frenchman Louis Daguerre produced camera photography. The system was gradually re​fined over the years, to the joy of happy snappers and the despair of those who had to wade through friends' endless holiday pictures.

In 1876 Edinburgh-born scientist Alexander Graham Bell patented his invention of the telephone. The following year, the great American inventor Thomas Edison produced the first working telephone. With tel​ephones soon becoming rapidly available, the days of letter writing be​came numbered.

Another life-transforming invention was the computer. British math​ematician Charles Babbage designed a form of computer in the mid-18308, but it was not until more than a century later the theory was put into practice. Now, a whole generation has grown up with calculators, and computer games, the Internet and e-mail have transformed communica​tion and information.

And at last we should mention the invention of planes that helped shrink the world and brought distant lands within easy reach of ordinary people. The invention of the petrol engine made flight feasible and the American Wright brothers made the first flight in 1903.

Vocabulary

to convert— превращать 

to transmit — передавать 

to refine — улучшать 

to snap— щелкать 

despair— отчаяние

available — доступный

Questions

1. What are the inventions of the 19th century?

2. Who invented the television?

3. What did Karl Benz produced?

4. When was camera photography produced?

5. Is telephone the necessary invention?

6. What is the role of computers in our life?
